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1. The current reform of secondary sducotion e USSR 4s a

responss o three problems: the fast-approsching universality of sesondary
edneation, the importance of labor produstivity to sconomls growth, and
dissatisfaction with the attitudes and behavicr or Seviet youth, of which
hooliganism 1s merely ths extrewe menifestatlon.

2, Until the 1950z the nsed for gemeral lebor and limited schodl
Pacilities took meet studente out of schocl well before completiom of the
final {tonth) grade, Fer overy 1000 students enrclled in first grade im
1930, for example, only 49 gradvated ten yesrs later. This relaetionship,
in eonjunction with the wrgsnt need for perscus with advanced training,
made gradustion frem seeondery school 2ll but equivalenmt to entrance into
a university or ingtlitute, The fincl unit of schooling, covering grades
$-10; swag sollogs preporateey in nsture and ves & major dividing line in
sareoy rospacts, separating the fuiure hom-mprmals from the wamaals,

This situation, whish was at its sharpsst avound 1950, bae shifted redisel-
iy during the past Pive yssvrs., Teath-greds enrollmontime grown by about
4o8 %imes ond last yesr totaled 1.3 million, At ths saws tims, the adwis-
siom of freshmen te dnstitutes and wnivepsities has insrsassi only froam
236,000 In 1950 te 207,000 im 1955, The disparity will bocoms even more
yronounced in the nexd five to ten yesrs as universal education woves on
from the present ssventh-grade level to the tenth grade, Since thesre ore

- no plans to inorcase highar educational ewrolilmants ecrrespondingly, the
gharagter of the segoadary schorl is obvwiously obsolaceswd,

3. The firet roform the Scviet Unlon has mgertakm is a rovizion
of the eurriculum in a polyteshmieal direotiom. “he chief task of the
gseolary achool has been redefined as the training, mot of the englinesrs
of the nexi five-yeor plan; but of the workewe of this plan, Havhrork
has been introdused in grades 1k, practlesl awd experimsnial preblems is
sohool warkshops end on school plote for grades 5-7, and sdvanced work-
shop and agriculturel practice for grades 8-10. In order $o acvomcdate
these Irnnovations, legic hes been dropped and the shere of a stvdent®s
tims {over the tem-yeer period) devoted to general sducstlion has fallem
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foga 54 to 47 percent, Iu addidion; apert frem She wew Plabue® mbﬁm
Intvedused, physing, chemisiyry, methemabtics, blology, rsocruphy, ond
drawing will 1l be oriented towmrds glving pupils an elementary M’%ﬂ&ﬁgﬁ
of industrial ard sgrieultural techniques. >he ultimets extent of revision
vopairs unknown, but an oven hsavier cwphasls upon yrecticel werk appeses
40 ba in store, Wheroans In 1955 the now 9iabor® sowrse Yook two howrs

per woek, an experimsmtal doubling of this allctiant in 605 schosls has
beon Sntrodused 1n 1956,

4, A% the sems time, it has been neccesery Lo lavmeh av intoneive
provaganda cempalgn $o overcomd the "haughiy and soornful® atiitude of
tanth-yoar grafuates tovards mamual labor, Now thet enly s minorily of
them ean enter univeraities and institutes, thousands have beva dlscovered
sitting sround in the eities, hopiny to be admitied next ysars The wlogan
Peam Diplama 4o Produstion ¥ riage Jarringly in the sars of muuy who
took for pranted the fact that ten years of schooling gusrantest then
fresdom fron marmel labor, monbership im the wppar olags; and a Yeultursd®
139,

5. While poiyteehnical training i intended o adjust the school
'iso nets gonditions of wndversality sid to prepare a productive laba fures,
4% has little rolevanss to the third problewm, tho uwnsatisfastory behavia
of Soviest youth, Hdusation®s sonfribution im this oves is the boscding
school, vnveiled by Ehrusbehey at the 20%h Pardy Congrese sarly $his yeaws
Deapite tha Initiel impression given at thiz %imo, the boarding sck cise
gre not intended %o s a training ground for am elite, but instosd the
modsl for all seccndery schools. According to the Rhrushohevian visien,
they are %o be spacious ,Josated im a subawb o woodland, and fully egquipped
to meet tho educationnl zimluding polvtochnical) and socisl noods of
Soviet children., In effest, the program e¢ells for the state Yo tek« over
virtoally o1l the functions of ehild-resying fra: an early sge. M whehav's
deseription of vhebh tcachers in thls school must be carrisc streng tvee-
terza of parerdoal surrogaten, Aboub 300 bmzrding schoola ¥are opeusl
this yenr in the premises of exlsting schools, with pricwity glven o
shildran from diffieuls home envivomwents. Pending further construstion,
the SnZArnese to aspproximate boarding schonlis with malwshift arrangome:is
is evideni in the wwrganization of nostels vhere students can lives 6,907
pupile in Mogeoy Ublast) ars presently seeomodniud In this feshion, whiu
evidently s too rvdimentary 50 be elaseified as a boarding school. &t
the lowest level; syrengswents have besa mede for ebildren to remain &b
vehiool throughout the day for teacher-supsrvized sobivities.

xmm Aba. Balom Yovenent
6 In the ’thiﬂieap Stalin onoe '.manmm'md &1l Soviet schoals Loz
the eiphth threugh tonth grader imio vocablonel Zechmicums with s stvcdde
B o
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of the pen. Compared to that, the present reforms are eing Introduced

at a gradual peee, but elther ome alons would be sufficient to cooupy eny
school system for many years. Apart from the initial confusiong o mumber
of longer-rsnga problems wili syise. In the polytechuical field, workshop
buildings, equipment, and teachers qualified for the diffiecult derends of
this typs of training must first be provided, After thia, it will prove
difficult to prepare young worksrs and aniversity cendidates on the some
cwrrieulum, vhich wust £it the great majority for immsdiate smployment

and yot ensble a minority %o underiske advsnced schooling. Thers is also
the danger that polytechnicel training will actually turn ocut te bhe monow
techrdeal,; with rural schools training only agriculiural workers end wrban
ones cnly indusirisl workers, the latter svbe~divided among various trades
according to the equipment available in their schaol workshop and the
apeclalization of the production unit which ia assigned patronage over

the school. The Soviets have not disclozed how they will aveld this
tendenty, which wonld defeat the avowsd sims of hwosd basie tanhniesl,
familierity snd a wide range of cholee of trofession., Perhsps it is not
regarded es a dangsr to be avoided, '

‘7o Boarding schoolp will require an eoven lavger invesimong, and &
ey of five-yesr vleve will e nsoded o selo them unlveroel., T4 i
povsible that, as ths yesve pess, the wmivewsyld pert of this schemd wuy ,
be shelved 1iks other grendicse projoths p anf the restrleted Loarding sghool
wight in facht be choson Lo zelve the problem of university x@msﬁm wiriah
podybertndsation will sgpravate, 16 would then tuwrn out to ‘E}@_m’ﬂ%w
tralining pround vhileh Bhrushchovis ovigina]l romarks suggestzd 35 midht oy
Barring @ comscisue policy clwnge, bowsrer, bearding sshoole will pensiveta
Soviet edusstion {2 a considaceble extonmt during the wext five veewsy the
1960 targed fer snrciimsnt is ens nillden pupiie.

?ﬁiﬁq fﬂ;’ ; Pan 1

' m@%f”ﬁﬁ;ﬁ% the problems 1% iwelvas, polytechninitien sppears wall
adapted to the problers Pseing the USSR sud has sweh in cormon with the
regpbuza of olthar industrisl sooletiss to elmdier eivcunsiunces, It is
raiting the euwrricvlum congidevebly mwore appropeiste $o the fubturs guresrs
of mest studerds. The boarding schovl, ca the other hand, ie more tohali-
tawisa in sature and subodiscw venowed Bolshovik dveams of a thoroushly
eonditionsd population. Hore Mhe edusabionel Influonss of podapoguss
sngompaases the entire 1ife of the obild, from ewrly childheod, vhen he
scapds o require maderinl eare, to his matwily.® Or again, at prosoad
Rehe oohool hes Avwalficient womvs fop sarrying out broad edusstionsl
mpaswres, anl the uwbringlng of children in our homes sometimee rune Gon-
travy o the devands of he school. The transfar o boerding seheowlis
vill considerably ehisnge the reletionship between public and heoms séucatiean,
becanse ths goveromend will dake vpon 2teelf the maln wespongidilily feor
the osve of the ehill.? Sucesey in rawdlding atbitudes in this feshion
Ig lezs 1likely than succsss in achloviag higher productivity throwh
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greater technical edvcation. Dut the direction of change, howaver slight,
will probubly be in the direction of more thorcugh indostrination,

So iastly, 1t soems clear that the Soviel educational syetom, aB
podified by thase reforms, will be coven less condusive than balure o the
omergeroe of independent thought or eritically-minded indlviduals, Second-
ary education s never been a sesdbed of divergenss in the USSH, and if
evolutionery forces avs to medify the 3oviet gstem im any fundamertal way,
thay will huve their sources elsewheres 9g5x{A93
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